Federalism, in the Canadian experience, has been an adept form of political organization in response to the integrative economic processes of globalization. Canada's ability to successfully transition from a domestic development economic model to a liberal free trade model without accompanying political shocks in the 1990s illustrates the resilience of its federal political structure to negotiate competing interests.
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The definition of globalization remains unresolved as a function of the movement's complexity. Most discussions of globalization view the phenomenon, unfortunately, as a homogenous and impersonal movement. 3 Typically, globalization is seen to be an interrelated transformative process involving ideas, technology, social networks, international institutions and local cultures in the domains of culture, politics and economics. As international integration accelerates, the relative power of the nation-state is in decline while that of multinational corporations is in the ascent. 4 David Held's thesis, that globalization involves four spatio-temporal facets, provides a useful definition of the "widening, deepening and speeding up of global interconnectedness." 5
Globalization has an impact on the extensity, intensity, velocity and impact of human relations:
The concept of globalization implies that social, political and economic activities are increasingly extending across nation-state borders and, consequently, appear to give rise to a global plane of human relations. Second, this global or transnational connectedness intensifies because of the greater frequency and regularized patterns of interaction that form the transnationally embedded networks. Third, the growing extensity and intensity of global interconnectedness implies a speeding up of transnational interactions and processes. Fourth, globalization implies that the repercussion of decisions or events in one part of the planet can be felt elsewhere. 6
Held's argument is unique in that it provides an analytical framework which surmounts the divide between globalists and sceptics. the sceptic views the current discourse on globalization, as an inevitable and inexorable process, a hegemonic element of our Weltanschaunng that is fundamentally a fallacy.
That is to say the globalist view is interpreted by the sceptics as an approach that denies the possibility of change from the status quo when a plethora of other viable optionschange -is possible. Mattelart's ability to connect the intellectual foundations of liberal freedom, economic growth and reason's primacy is an example of the sceptic's narrative wherein globalization is viewed as "a particular manner of thinking which was in the interests of, and justified the actions of, powerful institutions." 11
Globalists typically concede that rapid economic integration has been a salient element of the international system since before the 1990s; where they disagree, however, with sceptics is in the belief that the type of globalization today is fundamentally distinct from that of yesterday. For the globalists, globalization is an outcome of significant structural changes in technology and policy. 12 
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Federalism-E -Volume 11 -April 2010 55 investment has increased the extensity of globalization. 13 Specifically, technological innovation has permitted a more rapid ability to transfer capital, technology, ideas and goods to the extent that the velocity of current globalization is qualitatively different from that of the past. 14 Also, globalists contend that the intensity and extensity of globalization has fostered a newfound sense of economic vulnerability rooted in increased competition.
Since capital and technology are mobile whereas labour is still relatively fixed to a physical place, the ability to produce anything anywhere compels an unprecedented agility and flexibility from corporations, states and individuals. Finally, globalists note that the current phase of globalization is unique from the pre-1914 period because the state, as a result of the post-1945 rise of the welfare state, is expected by its citizens to provide a higher level of general welfare. 
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The global justice and solidarity movement, a relatively recent social grouping, is primarily motivated by a desire to mitigate the perceived injustice of a global neoliberal market economy in the interests of augmenting democracy. 17 Thus the global justice variant of anti-globalization is founded on a critique of the economic-political order because the benefits of globalization are perceived to be inequitably distributed in favour of the wealthy or powerful. This strand of anti-globalization is primarily composed of middle-class and middle-aged activists with duties to families and a career. 18
Furthermore, global justice and solidarity activists typically follow a hierarchical command structure with an elected leadership that make most routine decisions. 19 Global justice and solidarity can be viewed as a continuation of the social-democratic desire to regulate markets to mitigate risk or to redistribute goods through the mechanism of the state. In one sense, global justice and solidarity is a movement that seeks a return to the Keynesian model's emphasis on the state as a unitary distributive actor. The democratic ideal is thought to be left impotent in the face of increasing economic and political inequality. 20 The discourse of global justice proponents, in a more international strand, invokes the language of rights and responsibilities within the tradition of cosmopolitan liberalism.
Alter-mondialisation or alter-globalization is a re-assemblage of the traditional 
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Federalism-E -Volume 11 -April 2010 57 primary contention is that the existing economic-political structure neglects the interests of those without power. Alter-mondialisation differs from the other versions of antiglobalization in the trust placed in socialist, neo-Marxist and neo-anarchist remedies for the problems of globalization. 22 Alter-mondialists place an emphasis on centralization in their organization structure and seek consensus decision-making outcomes with open participation. 23 An outgrowth of alter-mondialisation's less conventional forms has been alter-activism. While primarily engaged in a similar discourse as to the rationale for antiglobalization action, alter-activism is distinct from alter-mondialisation in the latter's belief that the methods of resistance are more important than the reasons for resistance.
Alter-activism views lived experience to be the primary means of legitimization for political action; alter-activists, logically, prefer less hierarchical or local organization and organize globally using information technology. 24 As a reflection of alter-activism's abhorrence of vertical organization, the alter-activist strain of anti-globalization is composed of a younger, urban and primarily middle-class demographic as opposed to the leadership of older working-class and community members in alter-mondialisation. 25
Alter-activists organize themselves within and largely identify with small anti-capitalist communes that make decisions through consensus. 26 While alter-activism seeks more communal forms of socio-economic structure, alter-activism does not favour a return to the state as the primary arbiter of justice or to neo-Marxist solutions. In fact, alteractivism can be identified as a strand of anti-globalization that appeals to youth who are disengaged with the conventional apparatus of democracy. 27 The paucity of language concerning alter-activism's goals reflects the greater emphasis placed on the tactics of protest. Neo-anarchism lends itself to alter-activism given the atomized nature of alteractivism coupled with its focus on nonconventional protest outside democratic institutions. 22 Shantz, 102. 23 
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Finally, the term 'transnational social movements' encompasses a complex system of indigenous anti-globalization movements. Although the preceding versions of anti-globalization largely focus on the socio-economic distributive components of globalization, transnational social movements are unique in the degree to which modernity itself is rejected. 28 The acceleration of export agriculture is an important catalyst for the increased size and intensity of these movements. 29 
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Federalism-E -Volume 11 -April 2010 59 unofficially, as members of the Canadian delegation to important fora like the World Trade Organization. 31 During the negotiation of both free trade agreements with the United States, a committee level mechanism established by Ottawa facilitated provincial interest aggregation. 32 The use of cooperative ministerial conferences has even mitigated provincial intransigence to the implementation of specific global initiatives like Alberta's resistance to the Kyoto Accord. 33 Similarly, provinces are able to influence federal negotiating positions both before and during the treaty-making process. In contrast to Canada's experience, the regionalization of economic processes in Germany, as in most advanced democratic federations, has contributed to political centralization away from the Lander. 34 Federalism is, in the Canadian context, a manner in which the relative distribution of economic power between levels of government has remained intact.
The emphasis on an ad hoc intergovernmental negotiation process to address the claims of economic integration might similarly mitigate several ideological rationales for anti-globalist resistance. As a movement united by a quest to level social hierarchies, anti-globalization is abetted when the vertical distance between federal and provincial levels of government is minimized. A cooperative intergovernmental process for issues like socio-economic inequality might prove to be as successful as the international treaty making process. Similarly, intergovernmental cooperation is a necessity to mitigate the potential for politically inspired violence at events with symbolic importance to the antiglobalization movement; the level of integration between provincial and federal command structures in the preparation and the execution of security for the Vancouver Winter Olympics is an ideal type to replicate for the G20 Summit in Toronto. Two structural factors suggest that Canada will be able to responsively address the interests of anti-globalizationists into the future. First, the relatively decentralized regional nature of Canada's federation allows the aggregation of interests within provinces in a manner
